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 Textron Systems Wins Two Major 
Awards for Terrain Shaping Obstacles 

Rob Gregory 

In 2022, Textron Systems won two major contracts with the U.S. Army for the 
production and development of the XM204 and XM250. These two programs fulfill and 
support the Army’s requirement to responsibly replace obsolete munitions and 
modernize the Army’s terrain shaping operation initiatives.  

The XM204 is an anti-vehicle munition with stand-off and top attack capabilities 
designed to support complex terrain shaping operations by denying enemy armored 
vehicles freedom to maneuver. It can be rapidly placed, is highly portable, and allows 
for the Army to create obstacles and control the shape of the physical landscape. 
Textron System’s five-year Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) production 
contract for the XM204 was awarded following a 2019 development and qualification 
contract. The first delivery is expected in 2023. 

The XM250 Common Anti-Vehicle Munition Based Top Attack System will be designed 
to comply with the U.S. Army’s initiative of replacing obsolete munitions with the next 
generation of technology that enables soldiers to effectively conduct terrain shaping 
operations against threats. XM250 is the first of three increments in the U.S. Army’s 
plans to modernize terrain shaping operations. Over the five-year contract, Textron 
Systems will develop the design, conduct contractor qualification testing and deliver 
hardware in support of government qualification testing.  

Both awards represent significant wins for the Weapon Systems business and we look 
forward to continued growth as these programs get under way. 

 
 



SAVE THE DATES 
  

Thursday, May 18th   
TSRA Spring Luncheon 

at Danversport  
Speaker: Rob Gregory 

TS Director of Engineering 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday, July 19th 

North Shore Music Theater 
“The Sound of Music” 
Matinee Performance 

Optional Lunch Beforehand 
 

  Revisit the world’s most beloved musical. THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC tells the tale of a young nun who is dispatched to serve 
as governess for the seven children of a widowed naval 
Captain. Her growing relationship with the children, coupled 
with her generosity of spirit, gradually captures the heart of the 
stern Captain. The final collaboration between Rodgers & 
Hammerstein was a Tony©, Grammy©, and Oscar©-winning 
score, featuring favorites, including “Do-Re-Mi,” “My Favorite 
Things,” “Edelweiss,” and the iconic title track “The Sound Of 
Music.” The hills of North Shore Music Theatre come alive once 
more! 



 

CHECK WASHING: The Latest Scam* 

 
Check washing is the latest way thieves are trying to get at your money. Crooks are stealing checks left 
in your mailbox or removing checks you have mailed in US Postal Service Collection Boxes, using 
stolen keys, or using something sticky to fish mail out of collection boxes. I’ve also experienced check 
washing from a check that was given to someone who deposited the check by online APP and then 
not securing the check until the deposit has cleared the bank (10 days recommended). The check 
should then be disposed of by shredding. Using cheap chemicals like nail polish remover, the thieves 
erase the payee’s name and the amount leaving the signature intact. The checks are then rewritten 
for more money and cashed at the bank. A recent AARP article recommends the following actions to 
prevent this from happening to you. 

7 WAYS TO FOIL CHECK WASHERS 

1. Pay online. As long as you’re not on a public Wi-Fi connection, paying bills online is safer than 
a check through the mail. Your bank account and the payment systems for your bills are encrypted. 
Consider using Zelle for payments to friends and relatives. The transfer is safe and instantaneous. 

2. Use Auto-Pay. Have recurring payments, like utilities, loans, insurance, and credit cards paid 
automatically every month. 

3. Deliver your mail to a post office. The U.S. Postal Inspection Service recommends not leaving 
envelopes containing checks in your own mailbox or in outdoor USPS collection boxes after the last 
pickup time. Best bet: Take your letter to your nearest post office during business hours and either 
hand it to a clerk or slide it through an outgoing mail slot inside the building.  

4. Use a pen with blue or black non-erasable gel ink. Gel ink soaks into paper and may be more 
difficult to remove than ballpoint pen ink, according to authorities. 

5. Don’t let delivered mail sit in your mailbox. Grab your mail every day, as close to the delivery 
time as possible. If you’ll be away, ask a trusted friend to collect it or have the post office hold it until 
you’re back home. 

6. Monitor your bank account. Don’t wait for your monthly statement. Go online every few days 
to review account balances and look at checks drawn against them.  

7. Report incidents quickly. Contact your bank as soon as possible after suspicious activity; banks 
are generally required to replace funds stolen via fraudulent checks, but only if the scam is reported 
within 30 days of the date of your bank statement. Also, contact the U.S. Postal Inspection Service and 
credit reporting agencies. 

*Note: This article is, in part, an excerpt from the March 2023 issue of AARP Bulletin. 
 https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2023/stop-check-washers.html 

 

 



 
         
The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate 
 

This book brings to life startling stories from actual “Lost Friends” 
advertisements that appeared in Southern newspapers after the Civil War, as 
newly freed slaves desperately searched for loved ones who had been sold 
away.  A second more contemporary story line involves a new teacher trying to 
engage her classes of poverty-stricken students who would rather do anything 

but learn. Ultimately the two story lines come together as the students discover their connections to 
the past. 
 

Lisa Wingate has produced another excellent book of historical fiction which is, per The Library 
Journal, “enthralling and ultimately heartwarming.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             In Memoriam 
                                                          Franks, William                                      01/0902023 
                                                          Ross, Frances                                          03/22/2023 
                                                          Yos, Jerrold                                             03/23/2023 
                                                                                                                                 


